To the editor, Olaquindox is an allergen and photoallergen specifically affecting pig breeders. Only a few cases of allergic and photoallergic contact dermatitis have been reported since 1985 (1-5). We report a new case which stresses the importance of Olaquindox as an allergen and photoallergen capable of inducing prolonged photosensitivity.
To the editor, Olaquindox is an allergen and photoallergen specifically affecting pig breeders. Only a few cases of allergic and photoallergic contact dermatitis have been reported since 1985 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) . We report a new case which stresses the importance of Olaquindox as an allergen and photoallergen capable of inducing prolonged photosensitivity.
A 53-year-old man presented in March 1999 with a photodistributed eczema on the face (sparing eyelids), neck and backs of the hands and fingers. Fig. 1 ). Four months after withdrawal of the Olaquindox, the clinical symptoms persisted with a photodistributed eczema and photosensitivity. The polychromatic MED (1849 mJ/cm2) and the UVA MED (Ͼ 13 J/cm 2 ) were now normal. In December 2000, the patient was recalled and reported a photosensitivity with pruritus, erythema and papules occurring on the face after each short UV exposure. Thus, the evolution showed a prolonged photosensitivity more than a year and a half after withdrawal of the Olaquindox.
Structurally, Olaquindox presents two benzene rings, with alternating simple and double bonds (4) leading to its photosensitizing properties (Fig. 2) . In 1996 Schauder et al. (4) reported 15 cases of allergic (four cases) and photoallergic contact dermatitis (11 cases) to Olaquindox. The time delay between the first Olaquindox contact and the onset of photosensitivity varied between 1 month to several years (7-11 years) somewhat like the 10 years seen in our case. The evolution of the eruption showed a transient light reaction in four cases and persistent light eruption or chronic actinic dermatitis in 10 cases. In our case, the evolution showed a prolonged photosensitivity more than a year and a half after withdrawal of the Olaquindox. Since 1st September 1999, however, Olaquindox has been removed from the market in all European Community countries according to the Official Journal of the European Community, but this is not the case in other countries.
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We recommend the practice of patch and photopatch tests to Olaquindox in pig breeders with photosensitivity, even in the European Community countries, given the high frequency of transient light reaction and chronic actinic dermatitis with this particular allergen. Furthermore, Olaquindox should, in due course, be withdrawn world-wide because of the potential persistent nature of Olaquindox contact photoallergy.
